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Using This Study

WHAT DO
O EXAMINE His Word THESE STONES

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in

“*JOSHUA 41-24— £
the passage. o

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the This week we will look at the 4™ Chapter of
message God wants to communicate. Joshua. The Israelites have crossed the
Jordan River in dramatic fashion, similar to how
they crossed the Red Sea. Joshua is instructed
. by God to set up 12 stones as a memorial to

© EMBRACE His Word remember the crossing of the Jordan. Itis

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by important to remember what God has done.

responding to what you discover in His word in Join us.th.is week as we discuss how to
faith and obedience. memorialize and remember what He has done

in your life.

“Loving God, [oving peop[e, mak[ng ﬁ/l”y devoted foﬂowers of Christ”



JOSHUA 4 NASB
Memorial Stones from Jordan

4 Now when all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying, 2 “Take
for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from each tribe, 3 and command them, saying,
‘Take up for yourselves twelve stones from here out of the middle of the Jordan, from the place where
the priests’ feet are standing firm, and carry them over with you and lay them down in the lodging
place where you will lodge tonight.” 4 So Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from
the sons of Israel, one man from each tribe; ® and Joshua said to them, “Cross again to the ark of

the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan, and each of you take up a stone on his shoulder,
according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Israel.  Let this be a sign among you, so

that when your children ask later, saying, ‘'What do these stones mean to you?' 7 then you shall say to
them, ‘Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when
it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.” So these stones shall become a memorial
to the sons of Israel forever.”

8 Thus the sons of Israel did as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones from the middle of
the Jordan, just as the LORD spoke to Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of
Israel; and they carried them over with them to the lodging place and put them down there. ® Then
Joshua set up twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan at the place where the feet of the priests who
carried the ark of the covenant were standing, and they are there to this day. '° For the priests who
carried the ark were standing in the middle of the Jordan until everything was completed that
the LorD had commanded Joshua to speak to the people, according to all that Moses had
commanded Joshua. And the people hurried and crossed; " and when all the people had finished
crossing, the ark of the LORD and the priests crossed before the people. 12 The sons of Reuben and the
sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over in battle array before the sons of Israel, just
as Moses had spoken to them; '3 about 40,000 equipped for war, crossed for battle before the LORD to
the desert plains of Jericho.

14 0On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; so that they revered him, just as
they had revered Moses all the days of his life.

15 Now the LORD said to Joshua, 1® “Command the priests who carry the ark of the testimony that
they come up from the Jordan.” 17 So Joshua commanded the priests, saying, “Come up from the
Jordan.” 181t came about when the priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LorRD had come
up from the middle of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up to the dry ground,
that the waters of the Jordan returned to their place, and went over all its banks as before.

19 Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth of the first month and camped at Gilgal
on the eastern edge of Jericho. 22 Those twelve stones which they had taken from the Jordan, Joshua
set up at Gilgal. 2" He said to the sons of Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in time to come,
saying, ‘What are these stones?’ 22 then you shall inform your children, saying, ‘Israel crossed this
Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until
you had crossed, just as the LORD your God had done to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us
until we had crossed; 24 that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is
mighty, so that you may fear the LORD your God forever.”



0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. From where was Joshua instructed to take the 12 stones? Why?

2. Do you think the men would have any hesitation about going back into the Jordan riverbed?

3. What was the purpose of the 12 stones?

4. Why did Joshua set up another 12 stones in the middle of the Jordan?

5. What purpose is given regarding why God allowed them to cross the Jordan in such dramatic
fashion?

6. Who does God want to benefit from the 12 memorial stones?

7. For the following generations is the crossing worth remembering? Why?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. What are some things in your life that God has done that are worth remembering?

9. What have you done to memorialize the works of God in your family?

10.What is the main point of this passage and how does it apply to you today?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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